A future of communal ownership in 2026
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GOAL:

To illustrate how common construction materials have become
part of the kampung’s everyday building practices, and how
they enable flexible, communal adaptations based on local
needs and informal expertise.

DESCRIPTION:

The wall is made using concrete and fire clay brick—materials
that are now widely recognised and used across the kampung.
Brick, mortar, and reinforced concrete are chosen not only
because they’re affordable and easy to source, but because
they’ve become part of the local building vernacular. In most
households, someone has a relative or neighbour working in
the informal construction sector who knows exactly how to
build with these materials.

A standard wall measuring 3.5 metres in length and 2.4 metres
in height would cost the equivalent of about ___ cigarettes. If a
full foundation is included, the total cost of this shared wall
would be around ____ cigarettes. Equipped with this toolbox of
materials and know-how, residents adapt the wall to serve
various communal purposes—from kitchens and staircases to
kiosks and storage—according to the specific needs of the
space.
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