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act.ivate: more (microwave) is less (time lost)

act.ivate: open door policy

act.ivate: transparency is key

act.ivate: proper self-managed student cafeterias

act.ivate: use underused resources

9 tables available
in EL

20 chairs used 
for event X
in SG in room X
from X to X

report from the campus survey: 
Waiting lines for microwaves accessible to students are unreasonable.
There is no proper tool to take care of the microwaves, making their maintenance difficult
We counted a total of 61 microwaves (in the areas accessible thanks to our camipro card)
In 2024 there were 11.461 students (BA+MA) registered at EPFL 
This gives an approximation of  

1 microwave per 188 students  

proposition:
Install more microwaves and proper tools to take care of them, in the areas accessible to students  

approximated cost:

                               70 chf per microwave
                               5 chf every month for the basic care kit (sponge and dishsoap) 

report from the campus survey: 
We noticed that restaurants like the Esplanade-Caféteria or the Ornithorynque keep their doors open to all
 outside of their operating hours, permitting students to use their spaces freely. It is not the case for most 
 of the consumption-based spaces on campus, which close their doors outside of their operating hours.

  

  

proposition:
This «open door policy» could be applied to all consuming-based spaces across campus to alleviate the material comfort crisis 
for students, like the Giaco or the Piano cafeterias in SG.  

report from the campus survey: 
The use of common halls on campus for events is not public, and the stock of furniture available for events is also not.
As students, the lack of transparency regarding mediacom organised events on the campus make the appropriation of the common halls non-viable.
As actors that can organise events on campus (only associations and laboratories today), the lack of transparency makes coordination hard.
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proposition:

report from the campus survey: 
The use of common halls on campus for events is not public, and the stock of furniture available for events is also not.
As students, the lack of transparency regarding mediacom organised events on the campus make the appropriation of common halls non-viable.
As actors that can organise events on campus (only associations and laboratories today), the lack of transparency makes coordination with other events laborious.

proposition:

report from the campus survey: report from the campus survey: report from the campus survey: report from the campus survey: 
Student cafeterias are significantly under-equipped.
Yet, 2 student cafeterias are self-managed by associations on campus and provide better comfort than average:
-PHA3364 by the Irrotationnels (Physics section association)
-MAA395.0 by the CQFD (Mathematics section association)

proposition:

report from the campus survey: 
Inside common spaces on campus are not furnished enough, students often eat on the floor.
Yet, chairs and tables are available on campus in storage rooms reserved for events.

proposition:
Install these tables and chairs in halls for students when they are not used for events.
We managed to get the stock of furniture allocated to events through negotiation with the EPFL caretaker service.
These stocks are represented in the buildings’ table sheets circled by:

approximated cost:

                               To calculate the cost of this maintenance, we use the conditions in which we installed inter.act Foyer: 
                               2 people 
                                             16 tables, 68 chairs, 1 improvised washing station 
                                                                                          1hour to set/store the installation, 30 minutes everyday to check-up.
                               With a salary of 25 chf per hour, the approx cost for 1 hall per day would be from 25 to 75 chf.   

store

store

Create an interactive tool that references the furniture available in the storage rooms and makes public all Mediacom events, including their location and duration.
This tool would be accessible to all.
Similar tools already exist for the ENAC studio photo reservation system or the Ressourcerie’s «carte des gisements» 
We managed to get the stock of furniture allocated to events through negotiation with the EPFL caretaker service.
These stocks are represented in the buildings’ table sheets circled by:

Spread these initiatives throughout the campus and allocate proper rooms for student cafeterias with basic furniture (table, chair, fridge, microwave, sink etc...)
For instance, in the SG building the SG0320 or the SG2310 could be allocated to the ASAR to furnished them as self-managed student cafeterias.
The maintenance, budget and rules of these spaces would be chosen and voted by the student associations.
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Let us Camp, Let it Campus: From the Tupperware to the Halls, 
Negotiating Material Comfort at EPFL.

Camp Campus addresses the crisis of material comfort in the 
non-productive spaces of the EPFL campus. Throughout the 
semester, we engaged in a mapping exercise of F.ACT, docu-
menting the critical situation through both quantitative and 
qualitative methods rendered here by the map and the related 
table sheets. 
This campus survey informs three intervention layers, each 
addressing three essential programmatic needs: RESTING, 
EATING, and MAKING COMMUNITY.

The first layer, ACT.IVATE, consists of a series of simple, 
one-step interventions—the second, INTER.ACT, explores the 
feasibility of our project through 1:1 installations we performed 
and negotiated on campus, from which we extract principles, the 
basis for the third layer, PR.ACT.ICE, presenting comprehensive 
plans for installations on «camping sites»—whose selection is 
based on data collected during F.ACT.

To Camp Campus is to shift attitude regarding EPFL spatial 
management. Give room to appropriation rather than fight it by 
letting a door open, setting a table, and allowing commonality to 
grow anew into what a campus is supposed to be: an open field 
rather than a fortress archipelago.
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