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2. Metal extension
Exterior collection – The metal 
structure has exposed downpipes to 
guide rainwater externally.

5. Shared ground network
Combined drainage – All 
roofwaters are unified into a 
single ground-level system.

6. Basin
Storage and reuse – Water is 
stored in a rebuilt basin and 
used by residents.

7. Community garden
Soft irrigation – Stored water is 
redirected to irrigate the shared 
garden.
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3. Underground junction
Network connection – Both systems 
merge into a buried collection pipe.

1. Existing building roof
Roofwater collection – Rainwater is 
captured and directed down through 
internal downpipes.

New vertical collection – Water is 
harvested from the roof and flows 
along the façades.

4. New building
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NORTH-WEST AXONOMETRIC V IEW COLLECTIVE PROGRAMS PER CATEGORY
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SPORT
Sport becomes a  unifying f orce: basketball courts, 
running paths, bike l anes and y oga p latforms are 
embedded in the park and extended into the pavilion. 
These shared s paces f oster intergenerational 
encounters and a llow residents to r eclaim their 
neighborhood through movement and play.

FOOD
Around t he pavilion and t he pedestrian street, the 
market, communal barbecues and s hared garden 
become the daily stage f or a  neighborhood-based 
food culture. On market days, the pavilion welcomes 
producers, residents and visitors in a convivial atmos-
phere that ties food, seasons, and social life together.

CULTURE
Concerts, exhibitions, reading spaces—culture takes 
root everywhere, beneath the trees and i nside the 
pavilion. The m useum, library-bookstore, and open 
stages anchor d iverse expressions o f Sarcelles’ 
identity. The pavilion becomes a contemporary agora, 
open to every voice and every story.

The water system connects the roofs of both the 
existing building, i ts extension and t he pavilion, 
channeling rainwater to a central basin. This reservoir 
then i rrigates t he community garden t hrough a  s oft 
watering system. The p roposed cycle links 
architecture with the local ecosystem, ensuring every 
drop serves the community.
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The post -war  hous ing  in  Sarce l les ,  based on 
s tandard ized R+4 typo log ies  l i ke  4P,  5P,  and 6P 
or  in  th i s  case  3P,  was  des igned for  e f f i c iency  and 
average fami l ies .  Whi le  generous  fo r  the  t ime, 
these  apar tments  now fee l  l im i ted .  Un i formi ty 
ac ross  un i t s  and shared spaces  pr io r i t i zes 
economy over  d ivers i t y,  mak ing  the  a rch i tecture 
poor ly  su i ted  to  today ’s  va r ied  l i fes ty les .
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José ,  80 ,  l i ves  a lone  in  a  br ight ,  easy - to-
mainta in  s tud io  w i th  d i rec t  access  to  the  open 
wa lkways .  He  s tays  ac t i ve ,  spending much o f 
h i s  day  t inker ing  a t  h i s  persona l  workbench  in 
the  shared DIY  space .  A  f lex ib le  “ joker  room” 
serves  as  a  guest  room for  h i s  g randch i ld ren 
dur ing  ho l idays  and i s  o therwise  shared w i th 
h i s  ne ighbor  as  a  qu iet  re t reat .

Amine  (39 )  l i ves  a lone  in  the  apar tment  next 
to  José .  Her  two un ivers i t y -aged ch i ld ren  v i s i t 
occas iona l l y  on  weekends  or  dur ing  ho l idays , 
and dur ing  those  t imes ,  she  coord inates  w i th 
José  to  share  the  ad jo in ing  “ joker  room” as 
a  guest  space .  When not  used by  the i r  k ids , 
Amine  and José  somet imes  use  the  room 
for  guests  o r  as  a  qu iet  spot  fo r  read ing 
and c ra f t ing .  Amine  works  as  a  l ib ra r ian  in  a 
nearby  d i s t r i c t  and en joys  the  ca lm rhy thm of 
her  da i l y  l i fe .

Nora  (40 )  l i ves  w i th  her  10-year-o ld  son ,  E l i , 
in  a  two-bedroom apar tment  over look ing  the 
inner  cour tyard .  She  works  fu l l - t ime as  an  a r t 
teacher  and a l so  teaches  v i sua l  a r t s  tw ice  a 
week  a t  the  nearby  Pav i l ion  to  supplement  her 
income and s tay  connected to  her  pass ion .  E l i 
a t tends  the  loca l  p r imary  school  and spends 
h i s  a f te rnoons  in  the  Pav i l ion ’s  superv i sed 
homework  a rea ,  g iv ing  Nora  peace  o f  mind 
wh i le  she  works .  Desp i te  her  busy  schedule , 
Nora  apprec ia tes  that  the i r  apar tment  opens 
onto  the  communal  cor r idor,  where  she 
occas iona l l y  jo ins  ne ighbors  fo r  drawing 
sess ions  or  even ing chats  wh i le  E l i  p lays 
nearby.

Aya  (24 )  l i ves  a lone  in  a  compact  but  sunny 
apar tment .  Every  morn ing ,  jus t  a f te r  wak ing 
up,  she  s teps  out  onto  the  ha l lway  w i th  a  cup 
o f  co ffee  to  catch  the  ear l y  sun .  I t ’s  her  qu ie t 
r i tua l  before  the  c i t y  begins  to  s t i r,  a  moment 
she  ra re ly  sk ips ,  even  in  w inter.
Some morn ings ,  her  ne ighbors  f rom the  same 
f loor  jo in  her,  and they  chat  br ie f l y  over  the 
ra i l ings ,  shar ing  p lans  fo r  the  day.

E l ina  and Kar im (32 )  a re  a  couple  l i v ing  in  a 
we l l -o rgan ized apar tment  on  the  second f loor. 
They  lead a  qu iet ,  independent  l i fe  focused 
on  the i r  b icyc le  shop located jus t  be low the i r 
home.  Kar im,  a  fo rmer  eng ineer,  i s  deve lop ing 
a  new e lect r i c  b ike  renta l  sys tem,  cur rent l y 
be ing  tes ted w i th in  the  bu i ld ing  th rough a 
s imple  app.  E l ina  manages  da i l y  operat ions 
and c l ient  serv ices ,  wh i le  Kar im handles  the 
techn ica l  and s t ra teg ic  s ide .

L ina  (25 ) ,  Mathew (30 ) ,  and Mi lo  (22 )  share 
a  th i rd- f loor  apar tment .  Mathew,  a  fo rmer 
const ruct ion  worker  re t ra in ing  for  tech ,  i s  the 
bu i ld ing ’s  handyman and sp l i t s  t ime between 
home and cowork ing  spaces  fo r  h i s  s ta r tup . 
L ina ,  a  dance  s tudent  and av id  cook ,  o f ten 
hosts  f r iend ly  d inners .  Mi lo  works  n ight  sh i f t s , 
s leeps  by  day,  and t ra ins  fo r  a  marathon each 
a f te rnoon.  They  have  pr i va te  rooms,  but  the 
k i tchen  and l i v ing  room are  the  apar tment ’s 
soc ia l  hub.

T im and E l i sa  l i ve  in  a  br ight ,  compact  two-
room apar tment  near  the  main  s ta i rcase . 
They  run  a  smal l  market  s tand th ree  t imes  a 
week ,  se l l ing  loca l  p roduce  and preserves . 
On other  days ,  E l i sa  s tays  ac t i ve  w i th  jogging 
and group c lasses  in  the  pav i l ion ,  wh i le  T im 
en joys  p lay ing  chess  w i th  f r iends  in  the  park . 
The i r  ma in  l i v ing  space  doubles  as  a  d in ing 
a rea ,  mak ing  the  apar tment  fee l  open and 
we lcoming.

Thomas  and Léo (both  40 )  l i ve  w i th  the i r 
ch i ld ren ,  Lou ise  (3 )  and Ju les  (7 ) .  Lou ise 
a t tends  daycare  downsta i r s ,  wh i le  Ju les 
goes  to  school  south  o f  Les  Lochères .  Each 
morn ing ,  one  parent  takes  Lou ise  wh i le  the 
other  wa lks  Ju les  before  head ing to  work  in 
the  center  o f  Sarce l les .  Thomas  o f ten  grabs 
lunch  f rom the  ground- f loor  shop and eats  a t 
home or  in  the  park .  Léo  works  par t - t ime and 
vo lunteers  a t  the  pav i l ion  l ib ra ry,  commut ing 
to  Par i s  v ia  the  new pedest r ian  avenue.  On 
weekends ,  the  fami ly  en joys  the  water  feature 
or  jo ins  c reat i ve  workshops .


