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A Short Guide to the many euphemism for “toilet”
Using definitions from the Marriam Webster Online Dictionary.
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Bathroom Lavatory According to the Loi du Travail: . e T
“A room containing a bathtub or shower.” “Middle English lavatorie, from Medieval Latin
1780. lavatorium, from Latin lavare to wash.” 1300s.
Bog (UK, slang) Loo (UK) Iy Pl
og , slang 00 e
“Wet spongy ground.” ~1789. Probably from the French “lieux d’aisances,” 0006000 00000 %% CIEIENEE = 55 55
meaning “place of ease.” 1922 or 1940. ‘ . ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ . ’ ‘ , O %?gﬁ gﬁ@%féﬁz@ g ;- %gegDS“EES@EQEBEP Qﬁ
Can (us, Slang) ...“ “... §® 85 % OO@§ DEE@@EEBEQ § N
“A container (as of tinplate) in which prod- Powder Room 00000 N P 8 . 5 N D3 - @
ucts (such as perishable foods) are hermeti- A place (for women) to powder their nose 00000 ' S e 5 & = & ';,:}‘ : ™ al — Y- 3 ﬁ % 2, & ' . )
cally sealed for preservation until use.” Early (apply makeup). 1927. ¢ ¢ - E it - ‘ % BL“I.dIngS
100s. | e A S < : > N e A )
Restroom ) (O () - : s R . [ .
Cloakroom (UK) Litterally: a room to rest in. 1899. U U Ezé : . Water BOdIeS
“A room in which outdoor clothing may be = = =
placed during one’s stay.” Early 1900s *Shitter (vulgar) . . . ) EE§ ParkS
Litteral. Unknown, appears written in 1920s. WhICh Sho ws two Important thlngs'
Commode L : :
‘ “a boxli / on i arger Foliage (Trees) = :
A low chest of drawers,” or “a boxlike Spend a Penny 1. to,[et gender segregatlon IS upheld g g ( ) = "7\ | :'_
structure holding a chamber pot under an From the 1p cost of George Jennings public . l th d d ¢ l ¢ ’#llll'n ...... /
open seat.” From the French commode, “ad- toilets in the Crystal Palace for the Great In taw, even '/.'/I , non gen ere , oriets BUS RouteS \ ..L,ﬁ,’,l"'""’ -,!: 3
jective: suitable, convenient.” ~ 1688. Exhibition. 1851. (thro Ugh Ob[lga tion to ha ve Urlna[S). & " "‘ ‘lIIV /
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Crapper (vulgar) Tolet = | 2. men have more infrastructure and space = S A
From Thomas Crapper’s toilets. Has come to From the “French toilette cloth on which . . . N Al
be litteral. 1927. items used for grooming are placed, from Mid- fOI' urlnatlon, bUt [eSS p”vac)/' Rail_road Network > ' 2: Montbenon St
dle French, piece of batiste, from diminutive N Park
Facilities of toile, cloth.” 1850s. . . 4. ; . T i T
“Something (such as a hospital) that is built, LISted EX|Stlng PUblIC TOII‘etS o | T T 3
installed, or established to serve a particular *Urinal According to the recommendation of “Inclusion Handicap?” , g bE : , . ™ i I L NY e T
purpose.” ~19405. A place to urinate. Gendered term, because there should be an accessible public toilet every 300m Unlisted Existing Public Toilets « - . el ey 4 WA | e T G
ey are often designed for masculine bodies. . . Il A L | T Sy e
Gents’ / Ladies’ 2005, in dense urban areas and along main streets. Today, , : . ) | | | Y
Gendered terms, from “Gentleman” and thls IS not the case In Lausanne. 1996 ArCh|VeS PUbllC TOll.etS O
“Lady”. 1800s. Washroom
John (slang) Litterally: a room in which to wash. 1806. 1996 Archives Accessible Public Toilets ©
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Probably from Sir John Harington, who in- WC (Water Closet) - . . . :
vented the flush toilet. 1500s. Litterally: a small room with water. 1736. / A\ DeStrO)’ed PUbllC T0|let BUlI.t POSt-1 996 adg rters // Luisty, /
Latrine | in 17500 ) | Mapping Toilets Through Time : . . S I/ Neighbourhood Networks
“French, from Latin latrina, contraction of \ Commune Of Lausanne Map NeW or ReInStated PUblIC TOIletS + 1 N = / : i WeStern Center Of Lausanne Map L
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lavatrina, from lavare to wash.” 1642. * = Litteral terminology ~ P cale 1: N Scal.e 1:1°000
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